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Amendment to Council Bill No. 56 - 2010 

 

BY: Chairperson at the request Legislative Day No.   3  . 

 of the County Executive Date:   March 7, 2011  . 

Amendment No.   8  . 

 

 

(This amendment authorizes the Planning Board to grant sign variances in Downtown 

Columbia) 

 

On page 3, in line 8, insert: 1 

“By amending: 2 

Title 3 - Buildings 3 

Section 3.513 “Variances””. 4 

  5 

On page 15, in line 26 insert: 6 

“Section 3.513. Variances 7 

(a)  Variances not permitted. [[The Board of Appeals shall not grant variances]] VARIANCES for 8 

signs prohibited by Section 3.505 of the subtitle MAY NOT BE GRANTED.  9 

(b)The Board of Appeals may grant variances OUTSIDE OF DOWNTOWN COLUMBIA from the 10 

provision of this subtitle where the following determinations are made: 11 

(1)    That there are unique physical conditions or exceptional topographical conditions 12 

peculiar to the property on which the proposed sign is to be located, including the 13 

location of existing buildings and other structures, irregularity, narrowness or 14 

shallowness of the lot, irregularity of the road right-of-way, location on a highway 15 

that has a dependency on nonlocal use, which conditions lead to practical 16 

difficulty and unnecessary hardship in complying strictly with the provisions of 17 

this subtitle; or 18 

(2)    That there are obstructions, such as excessive grade, building interference, 19 

structures or landscaping on abutting property or properties which seriously 20 

interfere with the visibility of a proposed sign, resulting in practical difficulties 21 

and unnecessary hardship in complying strictly with the provisions of this 22 

subtitle; or 23 
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(3)    That there are historical, architectural or aesthetic characteristics which shall be 1 

considered; and 2 

(4)    That the variance, if granted, will not adversely affect the appropriate use or 3 

development of adjacent properties, nor result in a dangerous traffic condition; 4 

and 5 

(5)    That the requested variance is the minimum necessary to afford relief, and can be 6 

granted without substantial impairment of the intent, purpose and integrity of this 7 

subtitle; and 8 

(6)    That such practical difficulties or hardships have not been created by the 9 

Applicant; provided, however, that where required findings pursuant to section 10 

3.513 are made, the purchase or lease of the property on which a proposed sign is 11 

to be located subject to the restrictions sought to be varied shall not itself 12 

constitute a self-created hardship. 13 

(c)  IN DOWNTOWN COLUMBIA, THE PLANNING BOARD MAY APPROVE A VARIANCE FROM THE 14 

PROVISIONS OF THIS SUBTITLE WHERE THE PROPOSED SIGNAGE IS APPROVED BY THE PLANNING 15 

BOARD AND THE BOARD DETERMINES THAT:  16 

(1) THE PROPOSED SIGNAGE IS OTHERWISE ALLOWED;  17 

(2) THE PROPOSED SIGNAGE IS APPROPRIATE GIVEN ITS LOCATION AND THE 18 

ANTICIPATED SCALE AND INTENSITY OF EXISTING OR PLANNED ADJACENT USES; 19 

(3) THE PROPOSED SIGNAGE WILL NOT ADVERSELY AFFECT THE USE OR DEVELOPMENT 20 

OF ADJACENT PROPERTY, NOR RESULT IN A DANGEROUS TRAFFIC CONDITION; 21 

(4) THE PROPOSED SIGNAGE WILL NOT BE DETRIMENTAL TO THE DOWNTOWN 22 

REVITALIZATION; AND 23 

(5) EXTRAORDINARY HARDSHIPS OR PRACTICAL DIFFICULTIES MAY RESULT FROM 24 

STRICT COMPLIANCE WITH THIS SUBTITLE OR THAT THE GOALS OF DOWNTOWN 25 

REVITALIZATION WILL BE SERVED TO A GREATER EXTENT BY THE PROPOSED SIGN.”. 26 


